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1. Sinoe X Noveniber there have been two ttoteworthy nilltazy 
devOIopaente in Tonkint (1) tiie French-Vietnam foi^ea laundbed a 
United offeneive northwest from the Delta} and (2) toe Viet Hlnh 
have initiated laz^e-eoale operations against Freneh-Vietnansse 
forces deployed south of the Black River. 


THE FRErKW^yiETNAMESE OFFENSIVB 

2o The French-Vietnamese forces within the Tonkin OiAta began 
their limited offensive on 30 Ckjtober and by lii Noveniber had reached 
Phu Yen. (See attached nap.) A force of three parachute battalions 
was dropped n«Kr Phu Doan on 9 November and captured the town with 
negligilde resistance. This limited offensive^ toich the Frento 
preferred to call a ."reconnaissance in force," wae apparently ander> 
taken for the following purposes: 


a. To relieve toe Viet Hlnh {dressure against toe Black 
River defense line} 

b* To entloe the Viet Hlnh divisions into battle in 

open oountry, toich is favorable to French armor and 
aircraft. 

3o The Frenoh-Vietnanese force overran extensive supply dinps, 
partioulazGy between Phu The and Phu Doan, and captured sutetantial 
quantities of equipment.* The oaptore of Phu Doan and Phu Yen severed 


« Arm and aimunition captured daring toe operation include items of 
Chinese, French, American, British, Japanese, and Soviet nanufaeture. 
Included in the Soviet manufactured material were 25 tons of 120*nno 
nortar shells and h Molotov trucks. 
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Important ropply lines to Viet Mlnh units fighting in the Black 
River region. If the French had succeeded in holding this area, 
theee Viet Minh units night have eventually encountesi^d serious 
logistic difficulties. 

I*. FTeaehoVletnaiaese forces, however, were not successful 
in enticing large Viet Mlnh forces to attack them where superior 
French artilleiy, amor, and aircraft could be enployed. However, 
one Viet Mlnh division, which had been in a position to threaten 
the French forces on the Black River, was redeployed to the East in 
order to meet the attacking Frenoh-Vietnaraese units. Btjr 15 BOveniber, 
Viet Tttnh guerrilla activity had increased substantially in toe 
southern part of the Tonkin Mlta and toe French, apparently believing 
that a point of dlmlniehing returns had been reached, b^an a. withdrawal. 

5* This Increase in guerrilla activity was expected. The French 
are greatly dependent for the defense of the Tonkin perimeter upon their 
six raotdJLe groups which enable them to bring a preponderance of force 
to boar against any Viet Minh threat. Four of these mobile groups, con» 
eistlng of 12 battalions, supported by anaor, artiUezy, and air, were 
oBployed in toe "reconnaissance-inf-force" to the ztortowest of the 
perimeter. The situation within the perimeter le only slightly inparoved 
over that of last February when toe French were forced to idlthdraw from 
Hoa Binh because of guerrilla activity. There are still large areas 
within the perimeter which are dominated by too Viet Mlnh, At present, 
it le eetimeted that lt7,000 Viet Mlnh troope, including 10,000 Regulars, 
are disposed within the Delta. 

6. On 17 Hovember the withdrawing Frenoh'^Vietnamese unite were 
attacked by a Viet Minh force of approximately regimwtal else which 
had been redeployed from the Black River area. Viet Minh casualties 
as a result of this action were 1*00 eonfirmod dead. la addition, a 
large nninber of Viet Mlnh reportedly were killed as a result of French 
air action. Frenoh-Vietnamese casualties were approximately 150 killed 
or wounded. Also, eix half-tracked vehicles, two tanks, and eight Jeeps 
were lost. Frenoh-Vietnamese forces repulsed the attack, however, and 
continued their withdrawal. 

7o In generml, this limited Irtnoh-Vietnamese opention was 
partially suecessful. A elgtiifloant quantity of Viet Mlnh supplies 
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wu (teotroyod and tho rsdsjiloiyinenb of ft Vi«t Mlidi division probably 
wui h<d.FlUl to the Fronoh-Vietnaraose position in the Black River area* 

THE Wianic river sitoatioh 

8. Wie Viet MiJJh took the offensive on 18 Movanber in North- 
west tonkin with attacks on French-Vietnameae forces deployed 

of the Black River, 4s a conseqiience, the French have pOled in thw 
ontposts and are oonoentrating their defenses around the airfields at 
Lai Chou ai^ Na San idiieh are vital for supply and reinforcenent, 

9. The Objective of the Viet Minh in this offensive is apparently 
to additional French forces out of the Delta and to engage them 
under oondLtions Twre favorable to the Viet Minh* 4t the samey the 
French* who have reinforced their Black River forces are seesdngly 
confident that the Viet Minh will be rspulsed with heavy losses. It 

is possible^ however# that ttie Viet Minh do not intend to forcean early 
decision in this area by frontal attacks. Having (hsawn large numbors 
of Frowh-Vietnamese troops from the Delta# they may be cont^ to 
keep them jdnned down within a narrow pwlmeter while gradially wearing 

them down. 

10. The outcome of the battle in this area could have U^rtant 
liqplieationso If the French were forced to evacuate# probably only 

a snail proportion of their force could be airlifted to the Deltaj 
the remainder would have to attempt escape over jungle trails. Such a 
disaster could have an Important deleterious effect on the whole French 
position in Indochina. For eaawaple, it would pemlt the Viet Mi^ to 
neutralise Thai resistance in Wie ^ack River area and thus pave the 
way for an attack on the relatively undefended Xaos. 

U. On the other hand# if tha Viet Minh should suffer severe 
loaeee# the French situation in the Delta would be greatly Improvad. 

CONCLDSIONS 

12, Since the resusption of action in Tonkin afterthe seasonal 
lull* military developments in Tonkin have not varied ITom the general 
pattern anticipated in NIB-35/2 dated 20 August 1952. No re^eetirats 
of the situation iqppears to be required at the present tine. If «“* 
French rtiould collapse in the Black River area# however# a re-evaluation 
of the situation would be needed. 
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